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Purpose of Inlays to Turnings 

• To add accent texture or color to your  

     turnings 

• To fill voids in base material 

• To hide or highlight specific features 

      of the base material 

      ie: knots, fracture lines, or blemishes 

 



InLace Material 

• Trade name of NORAC, Inc in Azusa, CA 

• Kits typically include  

    InLace granules suspended in resin (8 oz) 

    Hardening agent 

    Mixing cups 

    Stir sticks 

    Instructions and Safety information sheet 

• Kit cost is approximately $30 (2003 price) 
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InLace Safety Issues 

• FIRE AND EXPLOSION HAZARD  
• Flammability Class: 1C          Flash Point: 92

o
F 

• LEL: 1.1 

• - EXTINGUISHING MEDIA: Water spray, foam, dry chemical, carbon 

dioxide or any Class B extinguishing agent. 

• - SPECIAL FIRE FIGHTING PROCEDURE: Fire fighters and 

others exposed to vapors or products of combustion should wear self-contained 

breathing apparatus. Equipment should be thoroughly decontaminated after use. 

• - UNUSUAL FIRE & EXPLOSION HAZARDS: At elevated 

temperatures, such as in a fire, polymerization may take place. If polymerization 

takes place in a closed container, there is the possibility of violent rupture of the 

container. Product vapor may form an explosive mixture in air. 
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InLace Safety Issues 
•  EFFECTS OF OVEREXPOSURE 

• SKIN: Prolonged or frequent contact may cause defatting and dryness of the skin 

with resultant irritation and 

• possible dermatitis. Styrene may be absorbed through the skin in toxic amounts. 

• EYES: May cause irritation. Liquid splashes may result in more serious injuries. 

May cause lachrymation (tears). 

• INHALATION: Vapors may cause mucous membrane irritation and upper 

respiratory tract discomfort. High 

• concentrations may result in headache, nausea, insensibility and other central 

nervous system effects. 

• INGESTION: May cause gastrointestinal disturbances, pain and discomfort. 
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MSDS Located at:  http://www.inlacebook.com/pdf/msds/inlace-msds-mekp.pdf 



Additional InLace Products 

• Clear Resins 

• Metallic dusts 

• Colored nuggets  

• Colored dyes 

• Metallic colored dyes 

• Buffing compound 

• Polishing compound 
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InLace Inlay Material 
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Alternate Inlay Materials 

• Binders 

   High viscosity epoxy 

   Thick or Gel CA 

       (do not recommend use of accelerator) 

   Acrylic resins 

   

• Needs to be about the consistency of peanut 

butter 

17 



Alternate Inlay Materials 

• Fillers 

   Brass or Copper filings 

   Contrasting wood chips or sawdust 

   Colored pasta chips 

   Ground pepper corns 

   Coffee grounds 

   Cereals (discuss issues) 

    Almost anything that you can pulverize 
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Banding Inlay Options 
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• Commercial banding strips 

   Generally 0.028 to 0.035 thick 

      (frequently test groove width and depth to exact fit)  

    Narrower widths are easier to control 

    Can be softened with glycerin 

    Work best with straight cylindrical objects 

    Can not be finish turned after insetting 

       (sand lightly to level surface) 

   



Shape of Cavity 
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• Natural voids 

  To fill a hole or to backfill areas 

      of excavated punk wood or bark 

• Turned groove 

  Depth as shallow as 0.050 to half of the 

   wall thickness (dependent upon the size of the filler granules) 

• Needs to have undercut feature to 

   improve holding power 
   



Shape of Cavity 

Recommended Not Recommended 
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Steps to apply 
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• Turn the object close to it’s finished surface 

• Identify and clean the void or cut the groove 

• Mix the filler material and add catalyst if needed, 

  in an area with good ventilation 

  (heavy and persistent odor) (use paper or glass cup) 

• Overfill the cavity and press the material firmly 

  into the opening, avoid any air bubbles 

• Allow sufficient time to cure/harden (8 - 15 hrs) 



Steps to turn and finish 
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• Turn away the excess material from the surface 

  with very light cuts, sharpening tools frequently  

• Sand the  finished surface as usual, using a  

  dust mask or respirator, to 600 or 800 grit 
   (should be no surface porosity to collect dust) 

• Use dust collection  
(the chips are small and hard to collect due to the static attraction) 

• Apply any standard surface finish treatments 

  (can not accept penetrative oil finishes) 

 



Turning Demonstration 
Content added Sep 2013 
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• Pass around InLace kit and sample bowl 

• Discuss the voids in the sample piece 

• Turn away excess material 

• Discuss sanding and finishing processes 

• Provide MSDS for review by anyone interested 



Questions ? 
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• Thank you for your interest and attention. 

 

 

• Are there any questions about the covered 

material or the topic in general ? 

Contact info -             rrumery@aol.com 


